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Article Info ABSTRACT
Background and Objectives: This study aimed to analyze the
Avrticle type: Research concept of non-learning in the process of understanding-based

education from Wittgenstein’s point of view. Understanding is an
epistemological state concerned with describing the relations between
propositions. Rather than merely seeking belief in propositions and
their correspondence with reality, the philosopher examines a range
of factors involved in achieving understanding, including practical
experience. In Wittgenstein’s view, understanding occurs all at once
through engagement with a problem, following a series of stages.
Methods: The research method was analytical specifically
conceptual analysis. Findings: The findings showed that, in the
process of teaching and learning, Wittgenstein believes that there is a
language game that cannot be learned. Accordingly, learning is not
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Understanding- indicated that the nature of propositions within systems of belief
Centeredness determines which matters could be learned. Conclusion: In this
Epistemology, process, learners should focus more on observing than on asking why,
Wittgenstein as they come to understand the relationship between a word and its

use not through explicit explanations, but through practice and
experience. The goal of learning is not to refine or complete a system
of rules governing words, but rather to resolve difficulties through
practical use. Genuine discovery occurs when learners can move
beyond philosophical speculation, especially when they consciously
seek to do so. For learners, understanding emerges through
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction: In contemporary epistemology, attention has shifted from “knowledge
and cognition” toward “understanding.” Understanding is an epistemic state concerned
with describing relations among propositions. Rather than merely seeking belief and
correspondence between propositions, philosophers examine the range of factors that
bring about understanding, including practical experience. From this standpoint,
understanding is a matter of learning practical skill. It does not concern a discrete,
isolated object; rather, it involves seeing how elements relate to one another, that is,
seeing connections among multiple propositions, making sense of them, understanding
how they are applied, and recognizing their strengths and weaknesses. This study
focused on understanding-oriented epistemology and aimed to analyze the concept of
“non-learning” in understanding-based education from Wittgenstein’s standpoint.

Wittgenstein, an analytic philosopher, places understanding at the center of his later
philosophical thought, making his approach distinctive among analytic philosophers.
From this perspective, understanding involves grasping a connection between prior
knowledge and newly acquired awareness or information and thus constitutes an integral
part of the learning process. It may emerge suddenly after sustained practice, repeated
effort, and engagement with a problem, as learners progress through several stages
before reaching a moment of insight. Learning through action, by contrast, is more like a
process. Human understanding depends on making connections between things, and
language plays an essential role in this process. Wittgenstein often draws a distinction
between “knowing” and “understanding,” emphasizes the need for clarity about the
conflation of understanding, meaning, and thinking, and examines the three verbs “to
know,” “to be able,” and “to understand” in first-person sentences.

Methodology: This study used a conceptual-analysis method. Through a general reading
of Wittgenstein’s major works-Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, Philosophical
Investigations, and On Certainty, as well as works by domestic and international
commentators and scholars, it identifies and delimits the two central concepts of
“understanding” and “learning.” The method involves specifying the aims and scope of
the conceptual analysis and categorizing concepts according to their areas of overlap and
their place within the spectrum under consideration.

Results: The findings indicated that, in the process of teaching and learning,
Wittgenstein considers there to be a language-game that cannot be learned, and asks the
fundamental question: “What sort of game could there be that could not be learned?”. On
this account, learning is not the result of intention and does not encompass every way of
acquiring information and beliefs. As he explicitly states: “I do not explicitly learn the
propositions that stand fast for me. I can discover them as the axis around which a body
rotates”. By distinguishing the German word lehren (which contains an element of
intentionality) from its English equivalent, learn, Wittgenstein emphasizes “how not to
learn.” Learning, then, is not limited to intention and will, consistent with understanding-
oriented epistemology, this view emphasizes its practical dimension.

The central concept in the discussion of non-learning is the “world-picture”, that is,
the learner’s way of seeing things. By “world-picture,” Wittgenstein does not mean
theorizing or proposing hypotheses in epistemology; rather, he seeks to show the relation
between belief and action. In his view, a person is first and foremost an agent, and
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learning and belief take shape after action. These fixed beliefs resemble the rocky bed of
a river channel, where other beliefs are put to the test. Wittgenstein holds that language
cannot be taught by explaining the meanings of words, instead, children must be
introduced to particular circumstances through practice and learning by doing. From
birth, throughout their development and education, people gradually acquire a
framework and outlook for seeing and believing in the world. This framework is not
chosen or formed by examining the environment; rather, it arises from ways of acting
and living, and from forms of instruction that are learned generally and spontaneously. In
this process, world-picture propositions play an essential role.

Consequently, non-learning of this language-game is not limited to a student’s or
teacher’s failure to learn: some things are un-learnable by their very nature. In general,
the nature of propositions and their place within a system of beliefs determine which
matters can be learned. Non-learning is an inherent feature of the game itself, making it
impossible to learn. However, the falsity of a sentence does not render it unlearnable or
incomprehensible; children can learn false statements just as they can learn true ones.
The essential feature of language lies in its use, and the meaning of any language-game
emerges from the role it plays in human activities.

Conclusion: Accordingly, rather than learning “why,” the learner should learn the
relation between a word and its use. This is achieved less through theoretical explanation
than through sustained, careful observation, action, and use. The aim of learning is not to
complete the rules governing words, but for a problem to disappear as it becomes clear, a
discovery that can free learners from confusion and from problem-generating
philosophical thought. Through the use of devices such as similes, jokes, equivalents,
dialogues with himself, questions and incorrect answers, tests, and the like, Wittgenstein
seeks to change our thinking and help us escape the pictures in which we are trapped. We
should, therefore, not look for an educational theory in Wittgenstein’s writing, nor regard
his later philosophy as pedagogical or therapeutic in the conventional sense. When he
discusses teaching and learning language, he does not intend to establish a pedagogical
theory. Unlike the approach of many philosophers of education, for example, attempts to
solve practical problems of learning, teaching, curriculum, and policy, his approach calls
into question many concepts of knowledge, reason, and the self as understood by
modernity and as central to education. It also makes it possible for learners to relinquish
philosophical thinking, especially while engaged in it.
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